The fan 1ly of Ingrl Betancourt the Co-
mbian presidential candidate and best-
ing ‘dut or who was kldnapped by leftist
uerrillas ot Feb. 23, ‘are mobilizing an
tematlonal ffort to win her release while
gii;g the government not to rescue her by
rce for fear hercaptors will kill her.

Ms Betancourt’s. daughter, Mélanie, 16,
d her son, Lorenzo}.13, who are in hiding
utside Colombia, say they fear for their
other s life. “It’s really hard not know-
ng,” Mélanie said in a telephone interview.
g “There aretlmes that you feel the worst can

ppell ,, [P

~ Ms. Betancourt 40 is a senator who has
mpaigned fearlessly against governmen-
** corruption. Until her abduction, in a

o

risks of going by road.” At about 2
p.m. they-arrived at a guerrilla road-
block, said Mr. Mesa.

What happened next is unclear,
but apparently a guerrilla was seri-
ously injured after he stepped on a
land mine, and Ms. Betancourt tried
to help him. The guerrillas then sepa-
rated Ms. Betancourt and her cam-
paign manager, Clara Rojas, from
the others in the party, and took
them away in two separate cars.
They have not been seen since. The
wounded guerrilla and the remaining
members of Ms. Betancourt’s group
were driven away in a third car. The
people from Ms. Betancourt’s entou-
rage were eventually released.

Ms. Betancourt’s former husband,

Fabrice Delloye, a French diplomat,

said in a telephone interview that
three hours after the kidnapping a
fax said to have been written by Ms.
Betancourt was sent to her father,
Gabriel Betancourt, in Bogota, say-
ing that she was unharmed.

Ms. Betancourt’s memoir, “Until
Death Do Us Part,” reads something
like the script for a Costa-Gavras
film, or, as Publisher’s Weekly has
described it, a Tom ‘“Clancy thrill-
er,” complete with a glamorous mov-
ie-star-like heroine, almost single-
handedly fighting corruption in the
Colombian government. .

, contested area near the southern Colombian

town of San Vincente del Caguén, she was a

-presidential candidate of the left-of-center

OXygen party, which she founded.

‘Her book attacking drug-tainted polmcal
corruption in Columbia made her famous in
France, where she is known as Madame

Colombia.

A week after her kidnappmgx another
Colombian senator, Martha Catalina Dan-
iels, was abducted, tortured and executed.
In addition to Ms. Betancourt, the guerrillas
are holding five other members of the Co-
lombian Congress captive.

Ms. Betancourt was taken while trying to

enter a former rebel enclave just as the
army moved in to reclaim it. Shortly after-
ward a spokesman for the Revolutionary
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changes between
guerrillas and the
military. The guer-
rillas said they

‘ 'en;:e Fr"‘ ce-Presse 1 -
. J; would give the gov-

Ingrid Betancourt

[ ernment one year
. to pass the law. Ms.
Betancourt’s husband, Juan Carlos Le-

compte, an architect who works in advertls-'.
ing, said in an interview from Bogota last

Monday, “I1 don’t know why she was qu

- napped, because her ideas are very. sxmilar

rillas would hold'f'
her hostage until
the  government
passed a law per-
mitting prisoner ex-

“Ms. B‘entacoutt s book, “Until Death Do
Us Part: My Struggle, to Reclaim Colom-
bia,” is a memoir of her life as the daughter
of an aristocratic Colombian family and of
her efforts to fight government corruption.

- It was published in January by Ecco Press,

a division of HarperCollins. Last year the
book was released in France under the title
“The Rage in My Heart,”” despite the at-
tempts by Colombia’s former President Er-
nesto Samper to stop publication.

In the book, Ms. Betancourt describes him
as taking ‘money from drug dealers during
his election campaign. On the best-seller list
in France for 13 weeks, 4 of them at No 1,
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" f.fPresident Andrés Pastrana and the guerrll- X
las, Mr. Leoompte said, and had met with -
the FARC leadership several times.

- ﬁlmmg a campaign documentary about
Betancourt and was with her when she wns

~ kidnapped, said she and a group of 11 other:
including foreign journalists, were on thi _r
way by car to San Vicente del Caguan. ’l'ﬁe
town is in a remote area that President
Pastrana had ceded to the rebels as a peace
gesture and recently retook after peace
negotiations broke down. “A military colo-
nel had promised them transportation pn
one of their helicopters,” Mr. Mesa said in
an interview from Colombia. President Pés
trana, who is a member of the leeral
Party, which Ms. Betancourt opposes, re-
fused to allow her to fly on his helicoptefs

Ms. Betancourt and the others decided to

procede on their own, Mr. Mesa said, even

Armed Forces of Colombia, or FARC (its
Spanish acronym), told CNN that the guer-

The book describes Ms. Betan-
court’s life as a member of the oli-
garchy that has governed Colombia
for generations, and whose members
are interconnected by ties of blood
and friendship. The daughter of an
ambassador to Unesco, she was
raised mostly in Paris in an apart-
ment on the Avenue Foch, where
Gabriel Garcia Marquez, Femando
Botera and Pablo Neruda were
guests. She and Neruda read each
other’s poems, Ms. Betancourt says
in her book: ““I say to him: ‘You
know, I write poetry too.” ‘Really?
Well, let’s exchange poems.’ ”’

“This becomes a ritual between
us,” she continued.

Ms. Betancourt’s mother, Yo-
landa, a former beauty queen, even-
tually separated from her husband
and returned to Colombia, winning a
seat in Congress.

Ms. Betancourt attended the Insti-
tut d’Etudes Politiques de Paris. She
also met her first husband in Paris,
Mr. Delloye.

After the 1989 assassination of the
presidential candidate Luis Carlos
Galan and the election of President

.....

Samper she retumed to Colombla to

. i.n.

to the guerrillas’ ideas.” She supported

peace talks between the government of

fight against the regime. In 1994 she
ran for the House of Representatives
as a member of the Liberal Party,
passing out condoms on the streets,of
Bogota with the slogan ‘“The best
way to protect us against corrup-
tion.”” She also went on a hunger
strike against President Samper. |

At one point after she was elected,
she made a speech before the Colom-
bian legislature outlining the presi-
dent’s crimes, leaving her audience
spellbound, according to the book.
“As I return to my seat, something
curious and unusual in a Colombian
context occurs: the silence contin-
ues, an impressive, stupefying ‘si-
lence, as if these men, who are only
too prone to.violence, are temporar-
ily broken.”

Then, in 1998, disappointed at the
reform efforts of the new president,
Mr. Pastrana, whom she had sup-
ported, she founded the Oxygen par-
ty and won a Senate seat with® a
record number of votes. Recent pqﬂs

the book sold 120,000 coplw.
Mauricio Mesa, a cameraman who was

. . though “the authorities let us know of
Continued on Page 3

A politician .1
flghtlng corruptlon
is held by rebels. :

A

showed that she had virtually ho
chance in the presidential race. ' !
During her career, Ms. Betancourt

has railed against right-wing death

squads and narrowly missed bemg
assassinated herself. She has: re-
ceived death threats against herself
and her family, including on one oc-
casion a Polaroid photograph of a
dismembered child. Finally, in 1996
an unnamed man arrived at her of-
fice. Ms. Betancourt writes, ““ ‘Your
family is in danger,’ the stranger
says.” She continues, ‘“This time I
can no longer play games.” She sent
Mélanie and Lorenzo to live with
their father, at that time posted'in
Auckland, New Zealand. #
The decision devastated her, she
writes. ‘“‘Overcome by pain, Iwander
around the apartment that I bought
for them, decorated for them, find-

- ing, every door, reminders of themn,

of their absence.” Eighteen months
passed before she saw them again.
Since then, the children have visited
her in Colombia on vacations, and
she has communicated with th({m
over the Internet. A

“I trust so much her strength,
her daughter said in the interview. ‘1
can feel her ﬁ'om here.”” *.
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